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WHERE 


IS THE SPIRIT OF LOCARNO? 





FTER waiting ten days for the pow- 

ers represented on the Council to 
reach a compromise on the question of ad- 
ditional permanent Council members, the 
special session of the Assembly, called to 
yote on Germany’s admission to the 
League, adjourned on March 17 without 
having had an opportunity to vote on 
either of these questions. If, as is defi- 
nitely claimed in some quarters, there was 
a secret agreement between Briand and 
Chamberlain to admit Poland, thus intro- 


ui ducing the old “balance of power” idea 


























into the Council, then it must be said that 
the blocking of this attempt was striking 
evidence that secret diplomacy cannot 
withstand the spotlight of Geneva. 


Before leaving Geneva, the signatories 
of the Locarno agreement issued a joint 


“ declaration of their firm purpose to main- 


tain and develop “the work of peace which 
they realized at Locarno.” But at best it 


f is undeniable that the rampant national- 


ism exhibited at Geneva has dealt a stag- 


i gering blow to League prestige. 


Ostensibly the failure to admit Ger- 


# many was due to the uncompromising at- 
§ titude of the Brazilian delegate in insist- 


ing on a permanent seat, even in the face 
of the united disapproval of the other 
Latin-American delegates at Geneva. 
Suggestions have not been lacking, how- 
ever, that Brazil was strengthened in her 
determination by some other power actu- 
ated by hostility to Germany or to the 
League, or simply by a desire to gain time 
to effect a compromise. However that 
may be, Brazil came in for a good deal 
of criticism at the last Assembly meet- 
ing when the delegates of the smaller 
powers had an opportunity to speak their 
mind on the Council’s failure to admit 
Germany. It is worthy of note that at 
that time none of the representatives of 


the great powers uttered any condemna- 
tion of Brazil. On the other hand, all of 
them, with the exception of the Italian 
delegate, who was conspicuously silent, 
eloquently praised the attitude of the Ger- 
man delegates, and expressed keen regret 
at the delay over Germany’s entrance. 

Before adjourning, the Council of the 
League appointed a commission to meet 
May 10 in order to study the question of 
a reconstitution of the Council. Germany, 
although not yet a member of the League, 
has been invited to be represented on this 
commission, which will consist of repre- 
sentatives of the ten states members of 
the Council, and of Argentina, China, Po- 
land, and Switzerland. 


The German application for admission 
to the League has been left on file. A mo- 
tion introduced in the Reichstag by the 
Nationalists, demanding withdrawal of 
the application, was rejected, and Luther 
and Stresemann received a vote of confi- 
dence on their Geneva record. Whereas 
the attitude of the German delegates at 
Geneva earned for them increased pres- 
tige, certain other statesmen, notably Sir 
Austen Chamberlain, are facing severe 
criticism in their own countries. 


In spite of its failure to admit Ger- 
many to the League and thus bring into 
effect the Locarno agreements, the Coun- 
cil proceeded with its plans for a prelimi- 
nary discussion of disarmament, fixing 
May 17 as the date when the Preparatory 
Commission is to meet. Another pressing 
invitation to participate has been dis- 
patched to the Soviet Government. 

This decision of the Council to go ahead 
with disarmament plans is in striking 
contrast to the reports emanating from 
Washington and attributed to Ambassa- 
dor Houghton, to the effect that conditions 
in Europe are anything but propitious to 


tise: 














the cause of disarmament and interna- 
tional cooperation. These reports have 
caused great resentment both in London 
and Paris. However, the intimation that 
the United States Government intends 
to revoke its decision to participate in 
the work of the Preparatory Commission 
is apparently groundless. 

The decision of the Council to call a 
meeting in Geneva next September of re- 
presentatives of the forty-eight states 
signatories of the World Court Protocol 
to discuss the Senate reservations has 
greatly excited the implacable foes of the 
Court, notably Senator Reed and Senator 
Borah. It seems eminently practical, 
however, that these states should discuss 
these reservations in common and send 
a joint reply, rather than resort to forty- 
eight exchanges of notes. That the 
League Council should call the meeting is 
also natural enough, since the fifth reser- 
vation deals with the right of the League 
to ask the Court for advisory opinions. 

RUTH BACHE-WIIG. 


Far Eastern Developments 

Y yielding to the Powers, the Chinese 

factions have prevented further de- 
velopment of last week’s crisis.* Opinion 
is divided over the merits of the foreign 
action, some feeling that an unfortunate 
precedent was established, while the ma- 
jority apparently considers the resolute 
position fully justified. 

In Japan, the conciliatory policy of Ba- 
ron Shidehara has triumphed. Demand 
has been made for formal apology by 
China for the recent firing upon Japanese 
vessels, punishment of the guilty, and in- 
demnification of the wounded. Should 
China decline, it is said that resort will 
be to the World Court and not to force. 

Meanwhile, the forces of Feng Yu- 
hsiang have evacuated Tientsin before 
Chang Tso-lin and his allies, and may not 
attempt to hold even Peking. Rk. T. R. 


The Shadow of Austro-German Unity 


UT of the messages exchanged be- 
tween Balkan countries during Janu- 
ary and February looking toward an in- 
ter-Balkan security pact there has re- 
cently grown the suggestion of a larger 
alliance embracing Italy, Czechoslovakia 
and France. Italy, assuming leadership 
in the proposed realignment of the coun- 
tries of southeastern Europe, is under- 
stood to have already come to agreements 
with Jugoslavia and Greece, while the 
way is being cleared for a closer under- 
standing between Rumania, Bulgaria, 
Jugoslavia and Greece, whose mutual re- 
lationships have hitherto been strained 
for historical, economic and _ political 
reasons. 
The attitude of the Little Entente to- 
wards these developments is uncertain. 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V., No. 19, March 19, 1926. 





Page Two 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 








The chief community of interest in th 
complicated tangle of central and south. 
eastern European negotiations seems ¢ 
be the fear of Austro-German union anj 
a desire to prevent it. The Balkan staty 
are much disturbed by Germany’s report 
ed intention to proclaim herself the pro 
tector of German-speaking minorities jy 
other countries and Mussolini is of courg 
violently opposed to any increase in Gen 
man prestige and to an Austro-Germay 
union. This is probably the basis also of 
the understanding at which France anj 
Jugoslavia are reported to have arrived 


Notes 
Premier Pangalos, military dictator of 
Greece since January 3, 1926, who in Fe 
bruary banished twenty of the Opposition 
leaders, has announced that a new con 

















stitution will be promulgated in April 
whereby a greater centralization of power 
in the hands of the President will be ef 
fected. General Pangalos will offer him 
self as a candidate for the Presidency, a 
successor to President Kondouriotis why 
has tendered his resignation. 





Greece has failed in its recent attempt 
to secure from the Permanent Court @ 
International Justice an advisory opinion 
interpreting the Greco-Turkish bounda 
clause of the Lausanne Treaty.* h 
League Council has thus given a timel 
check to the growing tendency towar( 
haling Turkey before the Permanent 
Court against its will. 





Should Senator Borah attempt t 
press the claims against Great Britai 
and France arising from seizure of Amer 
ican goods in the blockade zone before 
this country entered the war, strenuo 
resistance may be expected from Gre: 
Britain. This is indicated in the com 
ment on Senator Borah’s resolution in th 
British press, but Borah’s position is 
garded as so paradoxical that the Amer 
ican government cannot seriously consi¢ 
er pressing the issue. The State Depa 
ment is apparently not ready to engage i 
serious controversy, as Secretary Kellog 
has already requested Senator Borah no 
to press his resolution. 





On March 1 Switzerland signed the op 
tional clause of the statute of the Wor 
Court for a further period of ten yea 
thus following the example set by Den 
mark a short time ago. 





The United States Daily, published sine 
March 4, 1926, at Washington, D. @ 
A newspaper actually presenting, as it claiz 
to, “the only daily record of the official ac 
of the legislative, executive and judic 
branches of the government of the Uni 
States of America. 


*News Bulletin, Vol. V., No. 18, March 12, 1926. 
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